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Loronavirus Gutbreak ..
dampens Holl spirit:

Ruchika Garg

he detection of

coronavirus in Delhi

and other parts of India
has dampened the cheer of
Holi festivities this year.
Some of the biggest annual
Holi events across the
Capital have been called off.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah and other government
officials have also
announced that they won't
participate in the Holi
Milan programme.

The Holi Moo Festival,
which was to see its 14th
edition in the Capital this
vear, stands cancelled. The
festival had witnessed over
7,000 attendees from the
world over in 2019, “This is
the biggest Holi festival in
Delhi. People from 80
countries participated last
year. Being an organiser,
it's my responsibility to
ensure safety and security
of the people. Due to unrest
in Delhi and because of
Covid-19, we have decided
to skip this year’s edition,”
says Anshuman Ghulati,
the director of the festival.

Eventhe celebrations at
the cultural hubof Dilli
Haat have been called off.
“Keeping the health of
attendees in mind, we have
cancelled both the events
that were supposed to take
place at Dilli Haat — INA

The painting exhibition,
Contemporary Golden
Krishna, which was
supposed to open today at
Nandjeet Khemka Art
Gallery, Natya Tarangini in
Saket has been postponed.
The artist, Krishn Kanhai,
says, “Everyone's safety is
our top priority, so because
of the coronavirus scare, we
have postponed our
exhibition.”

Not just mass events, but
office celebrations have
also got affected due to this
situation. Vineet Taing,
president at a corporate
business centre, says, “We
won't be playing with
colours this Holi as they are
mostly from China. We
have also issued a health
advisory to all our clients to
place hand sanitisers and
encourage people to
maintain hygiene.”

Arrman Chaudhry,
president, people and
culture at a real estate
group, says, “We have
cancelled our Holi event.
The safety of our employees
is of utmost importance to
us.”

In Mumbai, the Holi
Party 2020 at NSCI, which is

one of the biggest and
popular parties in South
Mumbai has been cancelled
to keep the members safe.
“We have over 15,000
members, of which 5,000
guests attend the gathering.
We wanted to be safe than
sorry,” says Viren Shah,
committee member.

Going against the trend,
a source from
BookMyShow — the
ticketing partner for
various events such as
Imagica Holi Bash in
Khopoli, Colors United Holi
Fest in Navi Mumbai, Rang
Rave — Festival of Colors at
Nesco Center Hall, Rang De
Holy at Mahalaxmi
Racecourse, RangRace —
Apno Ka Jashn at Vishnu
Hanuman Ground, and Holi
Celebrationat Water
Kingdom, has said that as of
now, none of the events
have been cancelled.
However, as updates of the
number of infections spike,
the organisers are “closely
monitoring the situation
and will take a call
accordingly”.

(With inputs from
Yoshita Rao and
Nascimento Pinto)

and Janakpuri,” says
Sudhir Sobti, chief
manager, PR & Events,

Delhi Tourism.
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